Best in Class

What Seattle wedding experts want you to know

How long have you been helping the bi
best on the big day? For four years, After planning my own

al party lock its

wedding in 1999, I realized how challenging it was to find
non-dowdy attire for mothers of the bride and groom. Merry
Beth Turpin at Aisle of View and Wendy Wojcik of Weddings

with Wendy helped me determine what types of things couples

were looking for but couldn’t find.

What da you want couples to know about bridal wear? Co

canbe challenging, and [ would love for couples be open

minded about it. Guests are not going to compare the color

on the save-the-date cards he color of the bridesmaids®

gowns. Having a color theme is great, but people shouldn't drive

themselves cr to get everything to match exactly. That

¥ i

be conscious of the skin tones of the bridesmaids. A color

night look great on a centerpicce, but does it kook good on a

person? Some calors are best used for accent—perhaps on the

sash of a gown. Above all. don't be afraid of color! Keep in mind
th

ing the girls wear neutral colors, be

that photographs get more interesting whe re contrast-

i hues. If you're seton

sure to punch out some color in their bouguets.

what should couples know about the timing and planning
of bridal party dress selection? Somc de-

three and a half months to arri

I re ordering five months in advance so that there is

men

ample tim s. Of course, our shop has designers

who can get things to us in less than a week ifneed be, but plan-

ning ahead affords the gre y of styles and calors from

which to choose.

Does etiquette require that the couple help the bridal party
pay for its wedding-day attire? Typically, bridesmaids pay for
thei

own gowns and alterations, the parents of the flower girls

pay for the flower girls’ gowns, and e

-h of the moms pays

ot her own gown. For younger bridesmaids who haven't yet

entered the workforee, the bride’s family often subsidizes this
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purchase in some way. If the bride

" selects gowns that cost more than
| she wants her bridesmaids

to spend, she often pays for a por-

/ tion of

bri

ach of them. Many of aur

lso purchase their brides-

maidls’ jewelry for them: we do a lot of work with Brandy

Thilbault, of Abaloria, who can customize bridesmaids® pieces

to coordina

When it comes to shapping for dresses, what should cou-
ples be thinking about in terms of being environmentally
friendly? | really like it when brides just specify color and give

their bridesmaids the flexibility to select their own dress styles

d that

Giving a bridesmaid that che

sh

material from their alterations. Fabric

maids 10 save any extra

from the gowns can be used to wrap bouquets or can be incor-

porated into table decorations or f
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